Assessing the pediatric patient. Observational assessment can substantially decrease the difficulty of pediatric patient assessment.
Pediatric patients make up less than 10% of EMS run volume, and only 10% of those require emergent interventions. For the 1 in 100 patients who require more than BLS and a safe ride to the hospital, the most valuable clues to the child's condition can be obtained from 10 feet away. Most children, even the sickest ones, can be effectively treated with BLS airway management and intraosseous infusion if emergent fluid replacement is necessary.